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„MARK iv. 9. 


He that hath Ears to bear tet bim hear. 


I HESE Words were ſpoken by our Sa- 
T X viaur with particular Emphaſis, after he 
"oh had ended the Parable of the Sower, and 
E.. becauſe of his ſpeaking thus the Diſci- 
ples prayed him when he was alone to unfold and 
explain what the Parable meant,” as well as that 
manner of ſpeaking, He that hath Ears to hear let 
him hear. for hitherto they were unacquainted with 
both. Our Saviour then told them, that he muſt 
uſe Similitudes, according to the Prophecy, and 
ſpeak in Parables to ſuch as were without, or un- 
converted and not brought into the Fold, but blefles 


har Eyes becauſe, he faith, they ſee, and their Ears for 


they hear; and meekly vouchfated to open the whole 
before them, and to teach them, that although a 
Man may have outward Eyes, yet as long as he is 
not enlightened from above, he is blind and does 
not ſee, and though he have Ears, and is not taught 
of the Father in his Heart, he does not hear; therc- 
fore he ſaid, He that hath Eari to hear let him hear. 
He whoſe Ears my Father has opened to the Goſpel 
of Salvation, who is awakened, and wants to un- 
derſtand the Myſteries of the Kingdom, let him hear, to 
him is this Meſſage, to him are ſem the Words of this 
Salvation, * x 

20 A 2 Perhaps 
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Perhaps it would not be amiſs for me to ſpeak a 


little more of this Matter, and give ſome Reaſons 


why our Lord Chrift in the Days of his Fleſh choſe 
to ſpeak in Similitudes, and to deliver his Doctrine 
in Parables, and why, after his Reſurrection, the 
Apoſtles did quite otherwiſe, and ſpoke ſo plainly 


the Goſpel without uſing the Jetuiſh Figures or Sha- 


dows or the dark Speeches or Parables. 
The Reaſons may be reduced to theſe two, Fiyf, 


becauſe (till the Death of Chri/t, who was the true 


Lamb, and that Offering which was fo long looked 
for to take away the Iniguity of the Land in one Day) 


the Moſaical or Jewiſh Diſpenſation did not ceaſe; 


and as the whole of that Diſpenſation was a ſort of 
Parable, a Shadow of good Things to come, and not the 
very Sub/lance, and as the Prophets had uſed Simili- 


_ tudes, and God had ſpoke to them very commonly 
in that Way, which every one may ſee who reads 


the Scriptures ; ſo 7 the Head of all their goodly 
7 continued to ſpeak in the ſame Way, till 
the Veil ſhould be. rent in twain in bis Fleſh, and a 
Way be opened thereby into the Holy of Holies ty 


| bis Blozd. Hence it is that our Saviour. ſeemed to 


ſpeak plainly of his Kingdom and Salvation ſo ſel- 


dom, and then only to his Children and Diſciples, 


as it is written, To you it 1s given to knaw the 1 * oy 


ries of the Kingdom, but to others it is not given, Matt. 


xiii. 11. This went ſo far, chat it ſhould have 
ſeemed as if he only preached to the Ele? of Iſrael 
and ſpoke therefore in ſuch a Manner as if none 
ihould underſtand him but thoſe whom his Father 
drew to him and enlightened. : This appears more 


| likely when we. find our Saviour ſo charge his 
. Diſciples, not to go to the Gentiles, nor enter the Villa- 
ges even of the Samaritant, though they were of the 


Family 


a 5 

Family of Mrabam. This made ſo many Expreſ- 
ſions of our Saviour ſeem as if he only had regard 
to ſuch as the Father had given him before all 
Worlds, and endeavour, as it were, to hide the 
Goſpel from the reſt; and on a too haſty Conclu- 
ſion of this Sort many have been raſh, and main- 
tained very hot and lamentable Diſputes about E- 
lection, of which, no doubt, they will one Day b= 
aſhamed, having not underitood the Myſtery of Gcd, 
how he ſecretly propoſed not only to raiſe up the 
Tribes of Jacob, and to reflore the 4 oa of Itrael, 
but to give our Sauiour for a Light to the Gentiles, and 
his Salvation to the Ends of the Earth, Iſa. xlix. 6. 
However, ſo much muſt be allowed, that our 84+ 
viour's Diſcourſe at Nazareth, his Charge to his 
Diſciples, his ſaying, No Man cometh to me except 
my Father draw him, as well as his laſt Prayer in 
the xviith Chapter of St. John's Goſpel, prove his 

eculiar Care of thoſe who came to him out of //- 
rael; but then he adds, when I am lifted up then / 
. will draw all Men after me, I can quicken whom 1 
will; and accordingly we ſee how he commands the 
ſame Diſciples, whom he had before forbid to go to 
the Samaritans or Gentiles, now, to preach the Goſpel 
te every Creature, and promiſes, I will ſiand by you, I 
vill be with you t9 the End of the Morld. But, as 1 
ſaid before, till by his Death he had made the 
World his own again, he ſpake in Parables after 
the Fewyh Manner, and leſt it over to his Father 
to give Ears to hear and a Heart to underſland, and 
pronounces thoſe bleſſed who did heat and under- 


ſtand him. : 5 

T pe other Reaſon for his doing thus, was, that 
whoever would undefſtand him might come au 
alk him privately; and hereby we may Jearn that 


whatever 


3 TEN 

whatever appears dark to us -in the Scripture, or 
Hidden, or like a Parable, in the Doctrine of our 
Saviour, will always remain ſo, unleſs he by his 
Hay Spirit clear it to us; He muſt anoint our Eyes 
with his Eye-fabue, if we would ſee; He muſt touch 
our Ears, and ſay, Eobatha, i. e. be d, if we 
would hear and live. May his Parables have that 
Effect upon us that we may daily enquire of him the 
true Meaning, and fo be caught of Qed and be wiſe 
in his Sight, that he may ſay to us, Bleſſed are your 
"Eyes for they ſee, and you Ears for 7 hear, what 
Kings and righteout Men and Prophets have defired to 


Man and his Salvation clearly that you ſee, and what 
they wiſhed to hear of the plain and pure Goſpel of 
his Free Grace and Redemption, but did not hear, 
that ye hear. Nor may any thing helpful to us, or 
what concerns our eternal Happineſs, be ſealed up 
or hid from us; rather may we 28 

a Heart to underſtand, that we may be converted and 
be ſaved, and eſcape every Evil in Time and E- 
JJ TS OSD | 
I come now to ſpeak of the Parable itſelf, with 
the Meaning of it, as our Saviour has been pleaſed 
to explain it to his Dilciples. bo 


feme fell by the May fide, that is, upon the Road, 
upon the Path whereon People go, and which is 
hard and unbroken, and this was partly trodden 
down and deſtroyed by ſuch as went that Way, 
and the reſt the Fnuls of the Air, that in ſuch Caſes 
ſit watching upon the neighbouring Trees and 
Hedges, devoured as ſoon as the Sower was gone. 
A ſecond Parcel of Seed fell upon flony Ground, or, as 
St. Lake deſcribes it, upon a Rock, where it had not 


fee and have not ſeen, even the Days of the Son of 


a Aa ad won... ac GG ˙ De w- ee: 


Ears to hear, and 


He faith, a Shwer went out to ſow his Seed, and 


„%% ˙ ̃ ze ceo cz amzcooeMm_ Ü: cz ues tne ew. 2 


much 
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4 Deepneſs of Earth, nor Moiſture, and this, 
though it ſprung up, when the Sun roſe and ſhone hot 
upon it, becauſe it had no Depth for its Root, nor Moiſ- 
ture, Withered away, A rd Part fell non Tharns, 
that is, in the Hedges, and among the Weeds and 
Briars, and this either rotted and came to nothing, 
or elſe what ſprung up wes ſoon choaked with the 
Thorns that came up with it, that it hore no Fruit. 
The fourth Part fell upon the gud Ground, namely, 
upon the Land tilled and . hed for that Pur- 
pole; here no Travellers Feet trod it down, it 
was ſoon harrowed in by the Huſbandman, ſo that 
the Fowls could not devour it, the Hardineſs and 
ſtony Nature was removed, the Ground manured 
and made good, fo that it could tale deep root down- 
ward and Fruit ufward, and not eaſily be 
blown up with high Winds, nor ſcorched up with 
the F PUR: ; _ ip e, fort four Fon 2 to 
choke it, but it broug thirty, Ay, 
and ſame an hundred fold. Y 
I reverence always and adore our Savicur, 
whenever I read or hear his Parables; for though: 
he was the Gad of #/iſdom, and knew all the Scien- 
ces and Arts from everlaſting, yet in his Preaching, 
a Peaſant can underſtand and comprehend as w 
* aging > e ee When he would 
en the or compare it. to earthly 
Things, his Likeneſſes are plain and eaſy, ſuited. 
to — meaneſt Capacity; — tho' the learned and 
underſtanding Part of Mankind have formerly done 
it, and —4 yet dare to deſpiſe his manner ob 
Preaching, his Parables, and mean Compariſons, 
yet ſhall it appear the V iſdm of God in that Day 
—_ Ae e the no en the tweak Things, 
and baſe, and Things that are deſdiſed, is bring ta 2 4 


. | 
the Pride of Man and the Haughtitefs 9 5 1775 the World, 

and reveal to Babes and Fol what is hid even from tle 
Wiſe and Prudent. 

ow many of you that hear me have read this 

Scripture, as well as others of che like Nature, and 
thought no farther about it? How have you had 
Ears, but would 'not hear. what the Lord would 
hereby ſay to you ? Now I pray you to give Atten · 


tion, and O may God fo open the Ears of all your 


Hearts that you may henceforth hear and live. 

The Sewer is properly the Son of Man; he is the 
chief Miniſter, the fit and principle Labourer and Huſ- 
bandman in all God's Vineyard; but in ſome reſpects 
every Miniſter of efus Chrif is a Sotber, and fo 
ſtrews his good Seed out of the Treaſure of his Heart, 

in all Places wherefoever he comes. 


The Seed is the Werd of God, which Te ſus himſelf : 


firſt gave and preached in the World, and with 
which now his Miniſters are commiſſioned, who 
are Sowers of the Seed of eternal Liſe. 


. The Ground 1 the Heart, whereon the Seed is 
| un 


careleſs and light - minded, who hear the Goſpel and 
are as unconcerned as if they heard ſome 2 Tale : 
Their Ears are open to every merry Story, to all 
curious Accounts, to every fooliſh 95 


them, the Devils watch, like the Fowls of the 


Air, be if in reading the Scripture or under ſome 


Diſcourſe 


Theſe who receive the Seed by the way fide are the 


ng, but deaf 
to the Words of the Saviour as the deaf Adder, which 

refuſeth to bear the Voice of the Charmer, charm be 
never ſo wiſely. "Theſe are they whoſe Hearts were 
never broken, or concerned about eternal Life, and 
leſt the preaching of the Goſpel, the Love of Chri/?, 
or the Promiſes in his Word ſhould have any effect 


09] 


Diſcourſe they 9 appear at all affeſted, to ſteal 
away the very Remembrance of it, and get A 
ſome pleaſant Company to divert or Iau 

theit devout Thoughts; ſome Play, or N 
Romance muſt — — them; ſome Diverſion or 
Pleaſure muſt raiſe theit Spirits, or drinking, or 
Feaſting overcharge their Hearts, and drown all 
the lea Seng. e of Grace, ahd ſo the Preacher 
ſows and -preaches in vain, and they receive it by 
the way fide in vain. O 2 to yourſelves, Am 
mt I the Man? Have not I ſ% heard and received 
the Seed al Life-time ? "And has not the Devil al. 
ways ans to make all the Goſpel 1s me no- 
thing, and h and hardened = eurt to all the 
loving Intreatiet” of the Lamb of God, and hid as it 


were his 'Blad and Gafpl from" me? O pray our : 


Saviour to drive away the Fowls, and command 
the Ny of every unclean and bite W Bird to keep 
that you 1 65 once hear in ra "the Words of od 
and be fav 

But no doubt there are many here who will not 
reollog themſelves" among this Sort: You perhaps 
have had a 'reſpe& for the Bible, have been edu- 
cated peligiouſſy, and gone ſtrictly to Church or 
Meeting, done a great! deal of Good, Sc. and after 
all may have been of that Sort who receive the Seed. 
upon a Rock and upon flony Ground.” © Thoſe that fall 
under this Blame are ſuch as hear the Word with Foy; 
they may be ſo affected that they may think never 
Man ſpate like this Man ; they may go and call o- 
thers, be very induſtrious to bring many to heat 
the Goſpel, and would not miſs the hearing the 

Word of God upon any Account: They are ſuch 
as frequent all religious Places and Company, read 
all pious Books, receive the Sacrament, and be di- 

20 B —* n 


all the Doctrines of the Scripture in his Head; be 


10 J 
ligent in ny good Works, but have ſtill a Heart 


of Adamant, a Heart like the nether Mill- ſtone: 


They have never known what it was to melt before 
the Blood and Dying of Feſus, nor to be like Wax 
before the Fire of his Burnt-Offering. Our Saviour 


ſaith, the Word in ſuch ſprings up directly, but when 


the Sun is up, in a Time of Heat they wither away, be- 


cauſe they baue no Depth, nor Moiſture; by this he 


means, that they have no Root in themſelves, they have 


no inward Experience of the Love of God, nor have 


any more than a ſuperficial Joy, à Flame like e 


fooliſh Virgins Lamps, that ſoon goes out for lack of 
Oil, and when Affiftion br Temptation or Perſecutin 


ariſes becauſe of the Mord, by and by they are offended: 


They like the Doctrine of Chrift, and ſeem to be- 


gin well, but by-and-by one of their old Compani- 


ons mocks them, or their Maſters, Bene factors, and 


Parents threaten them, People of Faſhion are aſha- 


med of them, and ten thouſand Things war with 


them on account of their being diſpoſed for eter- 
nal Life, and ſo they, by little and little, are of- 
fended; and ſince their Hearts have never been 


ſoftened and made tender by the Blood and Suffer · 
ings of Chr1/, at laſt all their good Deſires languiſh 


and wither, and in a ſhort Time they are again in the 


World as deceived as ever. O hear this, my dear 


Brethren, and call and Aſſize in your on Breaſt, 


. 


judge yourſelves 'in this 10 Matter, and aſk 


your own Heart, im I not one of theſe? People who 


are hereby meant are in many Dangers, f, from a 
hard Heart, ſecondly, from being aſhamed. of our Sa- 
viour, and, thirdly, from a Fear of Man, 


By a hard Heart I mean what is deſcribed in Es- 


tid, as 4 Heart of Stone. A Man may be found in 


may 


- flaunt: 2: coins oi oe 


OPER 1 

may have been very ſtrict in what Men call Duty; 
he may have a glorious Name in the World, and be 
looked upon as half a Saint, be a great Diſputant for 
Religion, and after all have a Heart like Flint-Aone, 
and like a Rock, ſo that all the preaching of the Croſs, 
all the Love of our Saviour has to this Day had no 
Effe& upon it: They have hitherto patched up a 
Religion -of their own making, and are really and 
truly dead as a Stone to the eric of Jeſus Chriſt, 
quite cold to his loving Heart, and without the leaſt 
inward Acquaintance with him. Should you feel 
and think, this is my Caſe, ſo it is with my Heart, then 
behold there is a Remedy, _ fs, 


In Jeſu's Blhod a healing Pow'r doth dwell, 
Enough to melt the hardeſt Heart in Hell. 


He only is a good Huſbandman, and can turn the 
Wilderneſs into the Garden of God, the Flint-flone 
into a ſpringing Well. He only knows how to melt 
and ſoften the moſt ſtupid and hardened State, and 
turn the Heart of Stone into a Heart of Fleſh, Turn 
ye to him, and learn what 15 ſaith, It is God that 
maketh my Heart ſoft, or the Spouſe in Salomons 
| Song, My Soul melted tobile my Beloved fake, Cant. 
v. 4 He that ſpake to the Rock in the Wilderneſs, 
when the Waters guſhed out, He alone can make 
5 right, diſſolye the Ice and Coldneſs in your 
earts, and make the Rocks floto at his Preſence. Be 
your Rains Hover ſo ſtupid, hard, and ſtubborn, be 
your Hearts ever ſo cold or frozen, one Drop of 
the Blood he ſhed will make it happy and tender, 
and kindle ſuch a Flame of divine Love there as 
many Waters cannot quench, nor the Floods drown. 
Come ye then, come "ea theſe Waters, and ” 1 


( 12 ] 
ſhall. be eternally ſaved, and out of all Danger on 
this Account. 
But there is yet another Danger, and that is, be- 


ing aſhamed of Chriſt and his 1 975 This has 


0 8 far with ſome poor People, they could not Fal- 
1 Jeſus out of the Camp bearing his N but ra- 


ther than be mocked, or laughed at, or counted a 


Fool, they have by-and- -by been ſeduced from fol- 
lowing the Lamb. Our Saviour has ſaid poſitively, 
Wheſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and 9 le my Words in 
this adulterous and ſmmful Gauen, ſhall the Son 
of Man be aſhamed when he comes with Lb, Father's Glo- 
ry, and with the holy Angels, 

You know how far it went with Peter i in "5 re- 


| ſpe; he had continued ſeveral Years a cloſe Diſci- 


ple and Follower of our Saviour till that Night when 
Jeſus was arraigned, and then he was really aſha- 
med, and was got warming himſelf by the Fire. He 
had no Buſineſs either in the Place or in the Com- 
pany, and this became the ſad Occaſion of his Fall; 
for when a filly Maid made her Game and called 
him a Dig 744 Chrift, he denied it, and at laſt 
ſwore he did not knotu him. How far it would have 
gone with him I don't know, if Jeſus had not turn- 
ed and looked upon him, and then he went out and 
wept bitterly; nor did he ever reſt till Jefus roſe from 
the dead and patdoned, him. 
As long as the Doctrines and Goſpe el of our Sa- 
viour paſs unmoleſted in the World, in a Town, or 
Country, it is eaſy to go among his People; but 
when it becomes a ſcandalous, L. Men raiſe ten 
thouſand Lies and Slanders upon it and its Profel- 
ſors, when none but F ools, Jow- lifed People, and 
mad. Perſons are ſaid to be its Abettors, then many 


are offended, and * are | really Shamed of ; 


re 


. 

Lord big. But methinks I hear ſome ſay, 'O no / 
God forbid that 1 ſhould be aſhamed of Chriſt: 7 
hope one may go to Heaven without making one's ſelf 
ridiculous, and without all this ta de. I am not 
theme! of the Wiew of God, but 'only 1 have no 
mind to be a Fool. Sur B00 5 J keep 5 my Place 7 
Worſhip, and do ny Duty in a creditable Way, 1 
ſhall be accepted. 1 you are that ſo reaſon, 
take ng Lam afraid if the Carpenter's Son was 
now in Fleſh. among us, and went about with a few 
poor Fiſhermen and Women, you would deſpiſe his 
Meannefs; ſhould you hear his plain ſimple Diſ- 
courfes, which all Men Jerided, you would be 
aſhamed, and walk no more with him. If you are 
upright, then don't care if Heaven and Earth laugh 
you to Scorn ; be content to be lighted, abuſed, | 
and ſcorned, and count it an Honour to ſuffer | 
Shame for his Name ſake, '- Stay a little while and 
you will ſee who will have Reaſon to be aſhamed ; 
not the Souls who have followed the Lamb, who 
have put on his Righteouſneſs, and obtained of him 
the Spirit f Adoption, theſe ſhall nat be aſhamed; but 
thoſe ſhall be aſhamed who have not his white 
Raiment, who were once too wiſe, too prudent, 
too proud to be his Diſciples. The Lord grant you 
may eſcape this Dan wn that ye may be worthy 2 
ö 2 before the Son of 

There is yet another Danger which thoſe People 
are in, and that is, when Perſecution ariſeth becauſe 
of the Nord. Some deſpiſe the Shame, and in a 
philoſophical Spirit diſregard it ; but' when the Per- 
ſec ution comes, when the Patehts! will:diſown. the 
Children, the Maſter turn away his Servants, the 
Trader refuſe to buy or ſell with you, when Threa- 
1 ill * * * and Dan- 


ger 


, . f ä 

NA [ 14 ] TOY 
ger of loſing a good deal comes, thoſe who before 
withſtood other Oppoſition, now yield, and Satan 


gains his Point. The bleſſed awakening ceaſes, the 


ove of the Word of God is ſtifled, and the Soul 


turns to the World, and chuſes its Portion in this 
Life. Would to God ſuch People would think of 
what Advantage would it be ta them to gain all the 


 Wirld and liſe their own Souls? Or how could they 


bear to hear our Saviour ſay to them- in that Day, 
Ye loved the World, your Riches, your Company ber- 
ter than me, or be put in mind, Remember when a 


; $ little Storm aroſe on my Account ye forſook me and 


fed. May this alſo not happen to us! May this, 
O God, be far from us all | But here, before I con- 
clude this Part of my Diſcourſe, let me aſk, Why 
is it that Souls can be ſwayed by ſuch Things? How 
is it a Perſon who is diſpoſed to be faved can be 
turned out of the Way and be offended ? It is really 
becauſe their Hearts were never made tender by the 


Blood of Jeſus, they wanted a thorough awakening 


there. Had they ever once ſeen how God purchaf- 


ed them with his own. Blood, how he valued and 


loved them, even ſo sas to die for them; had his 
Love ever melted their Hearts, or had they any 


Depth of Love to him and his Merits; had they 
ever felt deeply his Sword like a Plough-ſhear break 


up the fallow Ground, and pierce into the Bottom 
of their corrupt and ſpoiled Nature, ſo that they 
were deeply ſenſible of their Want, their great 
Need of our Saviour's Wounds and Sufferings to 
make them whole, they would not, they could not 
have been turned from him by any Means; all 
Shame and Oppoſition, all Loſſes and Threatnings 
would be welcome to them, and the Sword, and 


Fire, and Priſon, or whatever Hell or wicked Men 


could 


2 2 


n re 


Q. 2 


L 45:1. 

could deviſe, would be very little ſo they might but 
get or _—_— Chrifl. O pray ye, that our com- 
paſſionate Saviour may break the Rock of your Hearts 
in Pieces, and give you a new Heart and a new Spirit, 
and: ſave you from receiving any longer the Seed upon 
flony Ground, ©  __ . 

hoſe that receive the Seed among Thorns, our Saviour 
ſays, are ſuch as hear the Mord, but the Decatfulveſs of is 
Riches, the. Cares of this World, and Pleaſures of this 
Life mungle with it and choak it, fo that it bears no 
Fruit, but is . . 
How many are there in the World who eaſily 
perceive how dangerous a careleſs and giddy Mind 
is, how bad a Condition theirs is alſo where the 
Heart is like a Rock, and where Shame and Perſe- 
cution have fo great Sway and Influence, but never 
dream of their own Cares, Pleaſures, or Love of 
Money; whereas, dear me! theſe are in equal 
Danger with them. ts le as fe) 

I will ſpeak fu to you, ye over and above care- 
ful People; you who can riſe early and late to get 
the common Bread, and provide Treaſure upon 
Earth; ye cumbered Martha's, who are always bu- 
ſy and induſtrious, but forget the one Thing needful, 
the good Part which ſhall not be taken atruay⸗ / 
To what Purpoſe arè you ſo full of Cares and 
Thoughts? Why do you eat the Bread of. Careful- 
neſs, and neglect the true Bread that came down from 
Heaven, and that Raiment which ſhould make you 
all glarious within, clean and white, ready for the 
Marriage of the Lamb ? 52 

Ve know the Perſons who made their Excuſes for 
not coming to the Supper of the King's Sons, were 
of your Sort; one had bought Oxen and muſt prove 
hem, another had purchaſed Land and muſi ſee Ms 

. another 
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another vas engaged in his Farm, another buſy in bis 
Trade aud Merchandiſe, and yet another was mar- 
riad, had a Wife and Children to provide for, and ſo 
pray to be excuſed; but hear only the Anſwer of 
the King, when the Servants returned and told him, 
he ſaid, Not one of them ſhall taſte of my er. 
Let me adviſe you a little: Henceforth be induſtri- 
ous and diligent, but only don't forget that you are 
Servants, and not Maſters; Look upon all you have 
as if it was not yours, but your Maſter Chriff's. 
Let Loſſes or Diſappointments happen, place it to 
his Account, and take you Thought about the /- 
ving Bread, that is, 2 s Fleſh, and the living. 
Mater, that is, his Blood.” Make it ſure to you, 
that you have a Part in theſe, and that 'Feſus has 
prepared you a Place in his Father's Houſe, and you 
ſhall be happy. Ve who have been like Martha, 


de now like Mary, and fit down at Feſus's Feet, 


and hearken and learn of him, and you ſhall find Reſt 
to your 'buſy and careful Souls, It * 1 ha- 
ving a Family to provide for, a Farm, à Trade, 
your being a Dealer, a Maſter ora Servant, a Huſ- 
and or Wife, a Child or Parent, that can hinder 
you to be faved, if your Heart be but right. But 
as the Garden brings up Weeds, as it were, of it- 
ſelf, which would choke what is ſown therein, if it 
be not kept weeded, ſo is our Hearts, there is Sin 
enough to render all the good Sead ſown there in vain, 
unleſs  Fefus's Eyes of Fire try our Hearts, and 
burn up ell-the;uſeleſs and worldly Cares, and thoſe 
Sins which elſe choke his Word and make it un- 
N / c TT oO WOT 
I will ſpeak. alſo to you who are cheated with the 
Decitfulneſs of Riches, who perhaps never once in 
your Life thought there was any Danger in being 


rich, 
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rich, we have We af it . ks r Hears, 
Our Saviour has wiſely called it the eceitfulneſs of 
Riches, becauſe ſuch 4 really is, and no other. | 
The Poor 'cheat t themſelves, 1 in hoping ng to become 
rich, and thoſe who. have: this World deceive them 
ſelves, and im ine themſelyes wealthy, and ha- 
25 much, an- . ngt yet e ot the leaſt . 

ir, 
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ſuch, with all they have, are . ud miſerable. 
What Good did all the rich, an's Barns full of 


Corn and Plenty, and his Bags and Cheſts of Gold. 
do him, when Bae called —— thou Fool, this Night 
ſhall thy Soul be required f the, Or of what Uſe 
was it to Belſhazgr that he could feaſt with all his 
Nobles, and eat and drink out, of Bowls of Silver 
and Gold, when the ſame Night. 2 Hand-writing 
upon the Wall tells him, his nedam i is giuen away 
from him, and he weighed in the Ballances and fund 
wanting? Or of what Comfort was it to Dives, 
that juſt before he had been cloathed in Scarlet, and 
e and fine Linen, and fared ſumptuouſly, or 
delicately every Day, and now.muft, lift upphis Eves 
in the ee, of. wells and want a Drop of Wa- 
ter to cool his Tongue . were deceived, with 
the Deceitfulneſs of , | forgot how hard it 
was for a "= Man to enter the, Kingdom of God. 
But whoever-amoug you have hitherto been miſta- 
ken, hear me a little: Are you, poor n now? then 
learn to be content, and ſcel the Kingdom, of Cad and 
his Righteouſneſs, and. you ſball be. _ Mind it 
not, though here you - be 4 Vel of Di fon 
like 8 * ket our dear 5 de your ſure 
| C Portion, 


\ 


„ 
Portion, lay up Treaſure in Heaven, get your Part 
aſcertained in his Merits and Atonement, and in- 
deed you ſhall be rich, you ſhall have a Ninedim 
that cannot be removed, and be yourſelves upon the 
Throne of God, Kings and Pri io the Lamb for 
ever. Are you' rich? Have you much of this 
World? then be faithful Stewards and c your 
Bread upon the Waters, that you may find it again; 
and let it be your chief, your only. Study to enſure 
your Intereſt in Chriſt and lay hold on eternal Life. 
Don't look upon. yourſelves as better than others, 
nar value a Poſſeſhon which in one Hour may leave 
you deſtitute as a Beggar ; be rich in Faith, in Love, 
and good Works: In all other Reſpects be poor, 
and as -one that needs, the precious Blood of the 
Lamb and his Salvation and Pardon daily and hour- 
ly, fo lie at his Gate, like Laxarus, full of Sores, 
aud deſire to be fed with "the Crums which Fal from hi 
Table; and reſolve to continue a poor deſpited Diſ- 
_ ciple of your defpiſed Maſter, and come follow 
him and you ſhall be rich, you ſhall bave Treaſure in 
Heaven, Raiment and Jewels which no Moth or Ruji 
can corrupt, and Gold which u Thief can break thro 
and ſleal; and when you mult go hence and be no 
more ſeen, though you can carry nothing with you of 
all-your Goods or temporal Bleſſings, you ſhall be 
recrived by the King of Kings and Lard of Lords into 
the New fee, and go no more ot. O may our 
merciful Lord and Saviour, in this Senſe, make us 
rich for his Namę't face! 

I muſt yet ſpeak to one Sort of People more, 
whoſe Hearts have received the Mud of God among 
Therns; and theſe are thoſe who are led away wit! 
the Pleaſures of | this Life. I fear many who heat 
me are of this poor deceived Number. Many live 
| | 5 2 RANG : 4 ITE 4 98 tens 
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ten, twenty, 8 in the World, and pet- 
haps their whole-Life, and never knew that what 
they call their innocent Mirth, lawful Recreations, 
and harmleſs Pleaſures, have been the very Thorns 
which have choaked the Word. But let me reaſon 
with you alſo a little, for elſe I ſhould be inexcu- 
ſable. - I know what the Pleaſures of this Life are; 
they are what St. Paul calls the Pleaſures of Sin for u 

Seaſons. and ſuch as Moſes left in the Court of Pha- 
rach for Chriſis fake. They are like Job's Friends, 
miſerable Comforters indeed. In vain does one dreſs, 
when his poor Soul is naked and aſhamed before 
Cad; in vain he decks his Body, when his Spirit is 
without the Righteouſneſs of Faith, and the Beaury 
and. Comelineſs which our Saviour puts on a Soul, 

when he waſhes it and adorns it for the eternal Bride- 
chamher, however he may amuſe himſelf thus a lit- 


tle, his naked Eſtate and vile Heart muſt ſometimes 


appeat before him; and make him trembling think, 
IWho knows but this painted and decorated Wretch may 
ere long be ſummoned inio Eternity? And this deforms. 
and ſullies all his Gaity and Fitiery. In vain ano- 
ther runs to the Play-houſe, or Lites ſome Place of 
Diverſion and Paſtime, a guilty Mind and Con- 
ſcience muſt ſometimes ſpeak, and turn all their beſt 
Sweets ta Gall and Normiuood. In vain a third keeps 
Company, and with unlawful and wanton Looks, 
Airs, and Words ſtirs up the luſtful Fire; it ſhall 

be like a Vulture at the Heart, A Dread unſpeak- 
able ſucceeds cloſe at the Heels of ſuch Delights, a 
Horror like the Shadow of Death, and ſecret Remorſe 
and Stings plague the Breaſt where ſuch Fires burn, 
and all are like the Book John eat, however ſweet 
it is in the Mouth, in the Belly ſhall it be 7 ®-u 
ter. In vain a fourth feaſts and drinks new Wine 
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and ſtrong Drink, or ſings away his Days, or with 
Riding, Walking, Hunting, or Play, thinks to 
make himſelf happy; the wiſeſt of all Men tried all 
theſe Things, and got all' the Delights of the Som of 
' Men, and at laſt confeſſed what we all know to be 
true, in the midſi of Laughter the Heart is ſorrowful, 
vnd the End of that Mirth is Hetvineſs ;' and a wiſer 
Man than Salomon hath faid, Mo be to them that laugh 
now for the fhall mourn and weep. But why is it that 
Souls are fo bewitched and alfured? why are the 
greateſt Part of Mankind fo deceived ? The Old Ser- 
pent that decerves all them that diuell an the Earth has 
perſuaded them, tllat elſe they ſhall always be Mopes 
and melancholy in the World; nor have they un- 
derſtood that the Ways of Wiſdom are Ways of Pleaſant- 
refs, antt all her Paths Peace. Ye fooliſh People, 
if ye did but know how really fine, and like a Bride 
prepared for the Bridegrocm, a Soul is who has put on 
the Lord Jeſus, ye would ſlight heartily all other Fi- 
nery for evermore. Come and be einbraced one Mo- 
ment by the Friend of Sinners, and receive his Pardon, 
and nothing would ſo effect you for-ever, nothing ſo 
pleaſe you as the Tragedy of the Son of David, his Tears 
and Heavineſs ſhould always keep' you chearful, and 
his Bitterneſs of Soul when he felt the'Stifig of Death 
would be your hourly Happineſs and Foy. © 
_ Ye wanton and Juftful Men and Women, come ye 
to Gethſamene, and ſee thoſe cold Drops of Sweat 
which fell down to the Ground like Blood from the 
Holy One, this ſhall root out and extinguifh and 
waſh away for ever all the impure Flames which 
have ſo racked your Mind, and expoſed you to the 
moſt horrible Dread on this ſide Eternity. Our Sa- 


viour pities 1 ready to ſave you from all 


you Sins. There is no Laſt, no unholy and wild 
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Fire, no curſed inbred Lechery, and whoriſh and 
unclean Thought or Wiſh which his Blood and 
Death-ſweat cannot utter] y aboliſh and drown, If you 
knew in what Safety they dwell, with what Peace 
they go forward, and how calm and undiſturbed 
they are who are ſaved and made chaſte, and waſh- 
ed white in the Fountain opened for Sin and Undeanne/s, 
you would not once more look back, or defire again 
to be intangled in the old Sins; no, you would blets 
the Lamb Day and Night who had delivered you and 
ſaved you from ſo great Miſery and Danger. Ye 
Drunkards and Riotzrs,. ye Lovers of Feaſting and 
Banqueting, come ye to the Marriage Fea/l of the 
Lamb] Fejus invites you to drink freely of the Fountain 
of Life, and to eat of the hidden Mam. Ye who 
are fond of Muſic, come and hearken to our Saviour, 
for his Voice is ſweet ; all the Muſic of the Angeli is 
nothing elſe but the Echo of his Love and Forgive- 
neſs. Do you love a Cancert, come up and you 
{hall ſee ten thouſand harping upon their Harps he 
fore the Lamb that was Ain, and millions of Trum- 
pets blowing to the Honour of his Name. Do ye 
eſteem Songs? O get but your Lips touched with a 
Coal from off the Altar, and you ſhall join in the Song 
of Miſes and the Lamb upon Mount Sion. If that Mouth 
which was once Gruck by the Soldiers, kiſs you 
and ſeal your Pardon, the Songs of the Drunkards will 
no more be pleaſing, nor the Shouts of ſuch as make 
merry; 75 will feel a Joy which they underſtand 
not, and your Lips ſhall utter a Song which ſhall 
| pleaſe your Beloved, and be the Language of a 
Heart that has overcome. and obtained Mercy in God 
our Sauicur. Y ou ſhall be happy Witneſſes that our 
Redtemer s Service is perſec Freedom, and that his 
Children are the only happy People in the Wen. 
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No ſecret Miſgivings check their Joys, nor F. ears 


of an unexpected Summons to another World, no 
Fhuddering at the Appfoach of Judgment, nor Stings 
of a guilty Conſcience interrupt their Bliſs, or hin- 
der their real Peace. No, they have our Saviour with 

them, they foretaſte the Pafbtes of his Right- hand, 
and are happy, quite happy in his everlaſting Arms 
and in his Wounds, lhe Doves in the Clefts of the Rock. 
O that all here were thus bleffed, and had the Lord 
for their God, and in him were thus bleſſed and ſaved. 
I I come now, in the laſt Place, to ſpeak of ſuch as 
receive the Seed in good Ground; and theſe are fuch as 


| bear the Goſpel and receive it in an honefl and good Heart, 


in a Heart ſincerely deſirous to be ſaved and made 
right in our Saviour's Sight. "Theſe hear the Pro- 
miſes, and with all DES, Tears, and Prayers 

expect and look for the fulfilling of them, and who 


_ can'treſt till they have found Redemption in the Blood 
of Chriſt, his Righteouſneſs, and Salvation, and have 

| his Holy Spirit apply his Bruiſes to their pained 
Hearts, to eaſe them with the full Aſffurance of their 
Part in the Book of Life, and of their Place being pre- 


pared in Heaven. As Ground tilled and opened re- 
ceives in the Seed, and it ſprings up and bears 
Fruit, ſo ſuch People have their Hearts truly a- 
wakened, and opened to receive the Seed of eternal 
Life. No waiting Enemy ſteals away the Words of 
our Saviour; like M „they ponder them in their Hearts, 
and keep them as the 'moſt precious Freaſure, and 
ſhall bring that Bleſſing down upon them, Becauſe 
thou haſt kept my I ond, I uill keep thee in the Day that 
fall try all them that dwell upon the Earth, thou ſhalt not 
die, thou ſhalt not tafte of Death. No Unbrokenneſs and 
Hardeneſs hinders our Saviour to ſer of his Travail inthem 


aud be ſatisfied: No Shame of the Croſs, no Fear of 


Men, 
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M. em, nor Cares of the Me * nor Deceiffulneſs je of 
Riches, nor Pleaſures o F this Life hinder them to bring 
forth Fruit to — lory o "the good Huſbandman. 
They love our Saviour with all their Heart; they are 
honeſt, and would not deceive themſelves; but till 
they had found our Saviour, and were ſealed by him 
ta everlaſling Life, never would be eaſy; and now 
he that ſmote them with the Sword of his Mouth has 
healed them; now they have obtained the Privilege 
er Potuer to become the Sons 0 God; they are ſaved, they 
have found the Merits an Righteouſneſs of our dear 
Saviour; they are are aſſured of his Favour, they are 
written in his Book, and wait the Time of their Diſ- 
ſolution with Patients, or, as our Savicur ſays, Vring 
forth Fruit with Patience; their Fruit is all 
Works, but eſpecially Praiſe and Love to that foo | 
the good Sorwer, who firſt loved them and prepared 
Her for himſelf. Theſe are they who have Ears and 
| hear the Voice of their Beloved, the Voice of the good 
Shepherd, the Son of Man, and. have eternal Life 
through his Name: They have Eyes and ſee his Salva- 
tion, they have honeſt and good Has, and underſtand 
and are converted. May our Lord God and Saviour 
make you of this n Number. Amen. 
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